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ince the earliest days of civilisation,

people in a remote arca in central India, they
ofganisstion

were needed for growth of sociery. No
wonder then thar the pmub necessity is the
mother of invention® is part of every day
lexicon,

The urge to discover, the desire for reaching

the brim. Even great :umlm like Albert
Einstien have been humble enough to concede
the limitations of the human mind. When
asked about how he felt at having achieved 50
awach in such a linle span of time, Einstien had
confessed that he had done precious little than
standing on the shore of the ocean of
knowledge garnering just a finful of the
water.

The story of civilisations has thus often
been strung together with stories of unended

humankind has been driven by the  chose to name their SEARCH - an
urge 1o discover new things. From m&whmmu
9 the carliest di ies, humans R l{nlth. While
teaded to focus on activities that Lh&“'

Baug.l while gnwmung thn qlad- of
SEARCH. In fact, Abhay Bang saye

"We in SEARCH believe thar while efforts
must continue 1o the socio-economic
conditions of people, their health problems
need immediate action. It is possible and
dasirable 10 solve many hﬂhhploﬂen:'br
is done

However, while correctly astessing that
health was 2 priority issue in the course of
working among deprived sections of Indian
‘hm SEARCH is alio clear that the role of

queste. It s thus no ordinary comcidence that
‘when Abhxy Bang and Rani Bang - both trained
doctors driven by the urge to do something
different from their fellow professionals -
decided 10 work among some of the poores

luntary sector should not be confused
with that of the government. There are certain
facilities that the government is supposed to
provide and the fiilure of the system should not
mean thar the NGOs stant duplicating the



"We as 4 voluntary organisation

Background

activities of SEARCH it is important 1o
the twin imues of its genesis and
the perwnll background of the people
spearheading the organisation. SEARCH was
registered a1 a charitable Sociery and Trust in
1985 in Maharashera. In 1986, its founder

youth organistion, Tarun Shanti Sena. Later, be
wat 3 key activist in JP's movement for “Total
Eﬂo}uhﬂ‘h 1975. His parents were also

After completing MBBS from Nagpur, he
had joined the Powt Graduste Imnme of
Medical Education snd Research (PGI) st
Chandigarh to complete his reddency, Here be
realised that health care programmes in the

India. During his rosidency, be appeared for the
all India MD selection test, stood fint, but

refused to continue to sudy &t PGL He anmed

at the PGI fxcuhy council that the smount spens
on training 2 doctor st PGI would have been
enouph to meet the health care needs of ane
lakh rural poor, yet mon MDs from PGI were
migrating to USA. To protest againn this
system, hie left PGI and formed the ‘Medico
Friend Cirdle’ in 1978 along with other friends
in Tarun Shanti Sena. made an effort 1o

Tt was st this rime that they got married,
moved to Wardha and joined, -lnn; with
Abhay's family, ‘Chetna Vikat', sn NGO started
bylhmﬂndmromplehﬂnw;w
the villages. Tt wax a penod of intense
education about the villige reality. In sddition

prevailing rate. This rescarch was widdly used by
various organisations and activists in
Mahzrmhtra which the government
10 accepe the new level of wages proposed.
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